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-  TERRORISM

"Still Searching for the Smoking Gun:
Are Outlaw States’ Simply Surrogates?

e Ve years intelligence professionals have been interested observers of and

often participants in a continuing debate: To what extent does the Soviet Union sponsor and
orchestrate international terrorism?
Since the TWA hijacking there has been yet another revival of international violence as a
major political issue. In the past, the Reagan Administration claimed the Soviet Union wag responsible
for anti- Western terrorism but fafilled to produce a smoking gun to prove it. Now, after the President’s
extraordinary speech branding ve outlaw states as the prime movers of foreign terrorism, the
Administration has abandoned its previous contention. -

President Reagan's speech before the National Bar Assn. in Washington did not exonerate the
Soviet Union—he chided the Soviets for their pronouncement during the TWA hostage ordeal —but
euenmnyhhwordsindicatedatacﬁcalpoucychmge:’I'heSovienwinnolon;erbedirecﬂyaecused
each time an American establishment abroad is attacked or an airplane hijacked.

Most intelligence veterans are con-

vinced that the Soviet Union is the
principal culprit behind international vi-
olence. But the Soviets are not the only
villains; terrorism is an enterprise open
to entrepreneurs of various political
convictions. Still, the damage is done
mostly by the Soviets. Former Director of
Central Intelligence William E. Colby
warned a Senate subcommittee in April,
1981, that the Soviet Union supported a
network of terrorist organizations around
the worid. Colby concluded, however,
that the violent groups were not directed
from a central “war room” in Moscow.

In May, 1981, the subject became a
cause celsbre when American journalist
Claire Sterling published “The Terror
Network,” a book that convincingly
documented Soviet encouragement and
assistance to terrorist groups with train-
ing and weapons supply. Sterling was
less convincing in her central argu-
ment—that all anti-American terrorist
activity emanated from Moscow. No
smoking gun. '

A gun literally smoked, though, a few
weeks after the Sterling book was pub-
lished, when Mehmet Ali Agca attempted
to assassinate Pope John Paul II in Rome.

The “Bulgarian connection” was quickly
established. And, it appeared that the
link through the Bulgarians to the Soviet

instead on Page 1 of the main news CONTINUED
section 30 it could be read sooner.
Printing such an explosive account—the
Soviets were guilty was the message—by
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triving a scenario for some reason is not and safe instead Soviet
\ haven to terrorists, but Castro
clear. Whatever the case, his testimony does not permit direct Cuban involvement :m_nd;vt:'-o unmm e
! Y near

eliminated him as a credible witness. terrorist acts
u&hmuamlmm- m_N the before Ali Agea ancinted himself—ap-
: s in B m'm Markist reb- mhhhnoumoungmheldb
mgm testifioq hen they can. manage 1. B no | err hiddeaSoviet hand ¢
no
on the subject of terroriem before Senate oy Cercrs e ) CArAUS Sponsors terror- David Asios
committess. Cline said that it would be oﬂmm”m‘m‘wﬂ Phillips, a 25
foolish to blame the Soviet Union forall oo ') U-S: Marines in an open-air ueremofthe
terroriem in the world, but he inslsted relumntmthcwnnum CIA, is founder
they were responsible for most of it. Sen. - ci Ortega is neither a looney nor a of the Asem. of
Claiborne Pell (D-RLL) asked Cline for & 1.1 . Perhape he is a misfit—he s Former
wmummam“ shes be s an odd Intelligence
T for terroriem. “You're manager for a revolutionary government. Officers.
being like the media,” said Cline, “look- ., V1Y did Reagan exclude Syria from his
ing for a smoking gun.” list. of outlsw nations? Because S
“Yam,” admitted Pell despite its tins the Soviet Union and
its of violence abroad,

Reagan’s Pl
s speech M::-l:ﬂ the .o after :tl;po-medzme#wpww in
search smoking taken arranging the release e TWA hijack-
second place m“t% mm.—mewﬂdcardmthemu;u-
cannot afford to eliminate wild cards from

strangest collection of looney .
tunes and squalid criminals since the the deedly game of international terror-
Third Reich.” ism.

How accurate was the President? A serious effort to tabulate and catego-

_mu’mwmmu.mmwmmdmmdcm
would extend far beyond a list of five
outlaw nations and their leaders. Deter-
ni is considered a religious fanatic. Nei- Mining the extent of Soviet influence in
ther Khomeini nor his government relate ®8ch case would be largely a guessing
to Moscow. Iran's policy with local com- Same. What about Peru? Even Peruvians
munists is consistent—the regime exe- are baffled by the group known as Sendero

Luminoso (the Shining Path)—Maoist-

cutes them.
—Libya is a nation b inspired cowboys, guerrillas on horseback
brilliont manie o aeh oy & who have killed hundreds of Peruvians,
Radio Havana foments anti-government

Kadafi announced, “We have the right to
take a legitimate and sacred action—an Yiolence in Quechua, the native language.
entire people liquidating its opponents The Soviet Union finances Radio Havana.
The Soviets undoubtedly consider Kadafi _ Brian M. Jenkins, director of the Rand
a loose cannon; they also are probably COrp.’s research on international terror-
pleased with the damage he has inflicted ism, is highly respected by intelligence
world stability. veterans for his practical approach t3 the
—North Korea has been an outlaw state Problems of world violence. When Ster-
in the sense of sponsoring insurgency, Ln8'8 first book .was published in 1981,
terrorism and assassination in Southeast JeNKINS questioned the author’s theory
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